Pleasant Grove Church Sermon Notes for SBSG
December 4, 2011

Main Scripture: Luke 17:11-19
Setting the context: 2 Kings 5:5-14
Message Title: "Jesus I'll Never Forget”

Jesus teaches us three things:

1. Look for opportunities to present the Gospel
2. Look among the isolated and disenfranchised
3. Give clear instructions

4. Follow-up to see what happened

Jesus Heals Ten Men With Leprosy

' Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border
between Samaria and Galilee. '* As he was going into a village, ten
men who had leprosy®® met him. They stood at a distance ** and
called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”

* When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the
priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising
God in a loud voice. *® He threw himself at Jesus' feet and
thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.

17 Tesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other
nine? '® Has no one returned to give praise to God except this
foreigner?" ' Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has
made you well."

What is Leprosy?



leprosy, in the OT a disorder affecting humans, fabrics,
and houses. There are different types of leprosy that
afflict persons (Lev. 13). Though it is not clear what
these skin diseases are, it is certain that they are not
modern leprosy (Han sen's disease). The plague in fabrics
and houses is described as greenish or reddish spots
(Lev. 13:49; 14:37), thus indicating a type of mold or
mildew.

Persons or objects afflicted with leprosy can pollute
others. Anyone who enters a leprous house must bathe.
If a person tarries there by eating or lying down, both
bathing and laundering are necessary (Lev. 14:46-47).
Surprisingly, the Bible says nothing about the effect of a
leper’s impurity. The leper certainly polluted at least like
a polluted house and probably like one who has an
abnormal bodily discharge (Lev. 15:2-12; cf. m. Zabim
5:6).

A leper is to be excluded from habitations (Lev. 13:45-
46; cf. Num. 12:15; 2 Kings 7:3-4). When the person
recovers from the affliction, purification rites are
performed (Lev. 14:2-20, 21-32). Similar rites are
performed for a renovated house (14:48-53; note that
these rites are not as extensive as the healed leper's).
These purification rites are not for the removal of
leprosy, but only for the removal of residual ritual
impurity (see Mark 1:44). A rite for the curing of leprosy
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is found in the case of Naaman immersing in the Jordan
seven times (2 Kings 5:10, 14).

Fabrics incorrigibly infected with leprosy are to be
burned (Lev. 13:52, 55, 57) and building materials so
infected must be discarded outside the habitation
(14:40, 41, 45). There is some evidence that leprosy was
considered a punishment from God for sin (cf. Num.
12:10-15; 2 Kings 5:27; 15:5; 2 Chron. 26:20-21).

The Gospels report that Jesus healed people afflicted
with leprosy (e.g., Matt. 8:1-4; Luke 17:11-19) and he
commissioned his disciples to do the same (Matt. 10:8).
Jesus is also reported to have visited the home of Simon
the leper (Mark 14:3), perhaps one of those he had
healed. The data do not enable one to determine if this

'leprosy’ was Hansen's disease. D.P.W.
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Questions for discussion/reflection

1. Why did Jesus go through Samaria and Galilee?

2. Why did the lepers stand afar off?

3. Why did the lepers cry out to Jesus?
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4. Take a look at Luke 17:14, and explain Jesus' behavior?

5. Why is it important to say "Thank You"? Take a look at
Malachi 3:16 as a point of reference...

6. At what point, were the lepers healed? How did they know?

Heavenly Father, give us the power to care about others who are
in need of a blessing. Encourage us to seek out those who are
outcasts or forgotten in our society so that we might be able to
share the good news of the Gospell



